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Press Secretary Mike McCurry. Last
question. Thank you.

President Clinton. One for Mr. Mbeki.

Trade With Africa
Q. You’re quoted on French radio, Mr.

Deputy President, as saying that Mr. Clin-
ton’s formula of trade, not aid, is wrong. Did
you discuss this with him?

Deputy President Mbeki. Well, I didn’t
say that of the President. [Laughter] And I’ve
seen this particular newspaper, and it’s
wrong. I didn’t say that. And I indeed—we
receive significant amounts of aid from the
U.S. Government. I don’t think President
Clinton is against us receiving aid. I don’t
think the question is correctly posed. What
we are saying is, indeed, we need to move
with regard to the development of Africa to
address these matters of increased trade
interaction between Africa and the rest of
the world, including the United States, but
that it’s wrong to put that to say trade and
therefore not aid, that you need to address
both matters.

And those particular remarks were general
remarks, not directed against anybody or
country.

President Clinton. Let me—if I could
just respond to that, my formula would be,
with regard to Africa, we should have trade
and aid. Indeed, I’m making an attempt at
this very moment, along with our administra-
tion, to get aid levels through our United
States Congress which would permit me to
increase aid to Africa, to go back to our his-
torically highest level of aid to Africa. But
what I believe is that countries and individual
citizens in the developing nations of the
world, not just in Africa but throughout the
world, will never be able to rise to the level
of middle class nations with huge numbers
of people earning good, sustainable incomes,
unless they do it through the energy of pri-
vate economic interchange, through trade
and investment. I just think that the evidence
is there that that is the case.

On the other hand, to get countries to the
take-off point and to deal with troubled pop-
ulations or disadvantaged populations within
developing countries, we have to continue
the aid program. So while it’s true that we’re
putting much more emphasis on trade and

investment in the last 5 years, I don’t think
that we should abandon our aid approach.

And in fact, just this morning, some of you
went with me out to the housing project
where you could see just across the highway
that people had been living literally in shan-
ties and were now in their own homes. And
our aid programs contribute to the ability of
people to build their own homes for them-
selves. Without the aid, they couldn’t afford
to do it. With the aid, they have a chance
to have good housing and to become more
prosperous citizens. So I think we should do
both things.

Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:40 p.m. at the
Cape Grace Hotel. In his remarks, the President
referred to President Nelson Mandela of South
Africa. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange.

Interview With Tavis Smiley of Black
Entertainment Television in Cape
Town
March 26, 1998

Mr. Smiley. Mr. President, nice to see
you. Thanks for talking to us. Let me start
by asking you how you’re holding up. I’m
having—it’s my first time traveling in the
White House press pool; I’m tired of trying
to keep up with you. You must be tired.

The President. Yes, I have a couple peri-
ods during the day still where I get a little
tired or jet-lagged. We’ve been traveling at
night a lot. But the trip is so exciting it kind
of keeps the adrenalin flowing.

Mr. Smiley. Let me ask you if I can, Mr.
President, to share your impressions of Afri-
ca. You at this point have now visited three
African countries, three quite diverse African
countries. I’m wondering if you can share
your impressions, is Africa what you expected
it to be upon your arrival?

The President. Yes, it’s what I expected
it to be, but it’s even more interesting, more
fascinating than I though it would be. It’s
a place that’s just brimming with energy, and
I think, basic good will on the part of the
citizens of the countries that I met. I think
it’s a place of great opportunity for the
United States. I think it’s a place that we
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should be far more concerned about than we
have been in the past and a place that can
be a good partner for us in dealing with the
challenges of this new century we’re about
to enter.

Mr. Smiley. And to move, if I can, from
talking about the continent to the content
of some of what you’ve had to say—and I’m
wondering specifically, Mr. President, how
you think some of your remarks are going
to play back home, particularly to those out-
side of the African-American community?
You’ve made some rather provocative state-
ments; many African Americans have been
pleased by those remarks. You said in Ghana
that we all came out of Africa; folks were
surprised to hear you say that. In Uganda,
you said that everyone—that European-
Americans, rather, had benefited from the
fruits of the slave trade and that we were
wrong in that as well. In Rwanda, you said
we didn’t move fast enough to deal with the
genocide happening there. Some provocative
statements, again, pleasing the African-
American community in large, I think, but
how do you think those provocative state-
ments are going to play outside of the black
community?

The President. Well, I would hope that
they would play well. At least, I hope that
they would prompt all my fellow Americans
to think. What I said about us all coming
out of Africa is, as far as we all know, abso-
lutely accurate. That is, the oldest known
species of humanity from all the archaeologi-
cal and anthropological studies are people
who were in Africa. We just—I just read an
article about two people walking upright,
where they found footprints that are 2 mil-
lion years old right near where we’re doing
this interview. So that’s just a simple fact.

When I talked about the slave trade, I
meant that when I was in Uganda. The Euro-
peans basically organized the slave trade.
They yanked Africans out of their lives and
turned them into slaves. But Americans
bought them, and therefore, we were part
of the slave trade. Quite apart from the injury
to the slaves that were in America, what we
did to Africa was wrong. And I thought it
was important to acknowledge that, that it
wasn’t just—that Americans weren’t just sim-
ply passive in that.

And finally, I think we all recognize that
the world was not particularly well organized
for the breathtaking speed of the genocide
in Rwanda. Take it out of Africa—if you look
at what happened in Bosnia, where many,
many people were killed and millions were
dislocated, it took the international commu-
nity more than 2 years to get organized
enough for the U.N. to support a NATO ac-
tion that NATO took and then for NATO
to come in with our allies—Russia and the
others, many other countries, two dozen
other countries—to stop the killing in Bosnia
and effect a peace settlement.

In Rwanda, where you had a million peo-
ple killed in 90 days, it is simply a fact that
the United States, Europe, Japan, and the
whole United Nations, the whole world com-
munity—we were not organized for or pre-
pared for the consequences.

I’m proud of what the United States did
when we finally got to Rwanda. We saved
hundreds of thousands of people’s lives who
were refugees, children who might have died
from dehydration and disease, for example.
But I think this is the—what happened in
Rwanda should be a clear message to not just
Americans but to the world community that
these are things that we can stop from hap-
pening and keep countries on a more positive
course if we’re well organized.

And it was particularly tragic in Rwanda
because Rwanda is not a country that was
created by European colonial mapmakers. It
was a coherent entity long before colonialism
in Africa. And the Hutus and the Tutsis lived
together literally for centuries, speaking the
same language, having the same religious
practices, dividing their society on lines that
were quite different from tribal lines. So it
was a world-class tragedy.

Mr. Smiley. Let me ask you whether or
not these, as I termed them earlier, provoca-
tive comments that you made were planned.
I talked to a lot of folks in the White House
pool, and no one will tell me that they had
any idea that you were going to make the
kinds of statements you’ve been making. I’m
wondering whether or not, then, these state-
ments were planned or whether you got
caught up in the moment where the emotion
is overtaking you. Were they planned re-
marks?
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The President. One was planned, and two
were remarks that I thought I ought to say
to try to get the American people to identify
more closely with Africa and then to look to
the future—to a common future.

We clearly planned to acknowledge the
deficiencies of the United States and the
world community in dealing with the Rwanda
genocide. The Secretary of State had already
been here and done the same thing, and I
thought it was important that I do it as well,
to focus the attention of the world on what
we have to do to keep things like this from
happening in the future, not just in Africa
but everywhere.

The comment about our involvement in
the slave trade and what it did to Africa, as
well as what it did to African-Americans who
became slaves, was a comment that I decided
to make based on my feelings about the situa-
tion and my reading of what would be appro-
priate.

The comment about how we all came out
of Africa was—I think is just—to the best
of our knowledge, is simply an anthropo-
logical fact and that Americans ought to know
that. I don’t think—I got interested in this
because Hillary spent a lot of time over the
last 2 years studying the origins of human-
kind, and I learned a lot through her exten-
sive reading and study. And I think that it’s
one more way to make all Americans identify
with Africa and with the common humanity
we share with people across the globe.

Mr. Smiley. I know you’re leaving in just
a moment to go speak to Parliament here
in Cape Town, South Africa, so let me
squeeze out a couple quick questions, and
I’ll let you go. I’m wondering whether or not
you think this trip is going to dispel the nega-
tive stereotypes and myths about Africa.
You’ve said repeatedly you want to put a new
face on Africa for Americans.

My sense is that a lot of what’s happening
here, certainly much of what’s happening
here, in my own judgment is not being por-
trayed accurately by the American media,
some things being taken out of context. I’m
thinking now specifically of the incident in
Ghana when the crowd lunged first. I know
you were concerned about people on the
front line. That was not initially portrayed by
the American media as accurately as it should

have been. I’m wondering whether or not
you think that the trip ultimately will dispel
the myths about Africa that you’re concerned
about, or do you think that what you are try-
ing to do, your efforts are in some way being
overshadowed by some press people who in-
sist on raising questions on other matters that
have nothing to do with why you are here
in Africa.

The President. Oh, no. Well, I think that
the trip is getting, I think, basically construc-
tive, positive, and accurate coverage back
home, as nearly as I can tell. Now, in Ghana,
where we had a half million people—and
more if you count the people who were right
outside the square there—there was a little
metal fence dividing me from the people.
And when I was shaking hands, the enthu-
siasm of the crowd was such—and this has
happened to me in America, not just in
Ghana, but it’s the biggest crowd I’ve ever
spoken with—there were two women there
who were—and it was over 100 degrees; keep
in mind it was very hot, and they had been
out there a long time—and they couldn’t
breathe. They were literally being crushed
against the fence. So what I was worried
about was that just the crowd, the enthusiasm
and the happiness, the ardor of the crowd
would inadvertently cost those women their
lives. And I was just trying to help them. But
it was a wonderful, wonderful event.

I think basically this trip will end a lot of
the stereotypes that people have. I think peo-
ple tend to think that—who don’t know
much about Africa—that all they ever read
is when there are troubled tribal societies
and they’re fighting with each other or
there’s one more military coup or one more
failed democracy. And half the countries in
sub-Saharan Africa have elected leaders of
their own choosing. They’re more and more
interested in market economies. They’re
struggling to provide basic education and
other services like health. And they’re very
interested in being a part of the world of
the 21st century. And the people are so ener-
getic, and they’re intelligent people who are
looking to the future.

And what I want Americans to do is to
imagine what we can do with Africa in the
future as partners. I believe that this trip will
contribute to that, and I certainly hope it will.
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Mr. Smiley. Let me ask you, finally, Mr.
President—I mentioned earlier that you are
headed to speak to Parliament as soon as we
leave here—as soon as you leave here. I am
told that you may, may, in fact, speak to the
issue of apartheid and America’s complicity
in that certainly for many, many years. How
would you respond to particularly African-
Americans back home who ask of their Presi-
dent, respectfully, how he could address
apartheid in Africa and not address America’s
version of apartheid, the legacy of slavery and
segregation, back at home?

The President. Well, I would say that we
are addressing the legacy of slavery back
home, that this race—we addressed apart-
heid with the Civil War, with the 13th, 14th,
and 15th amendments, later with all the civil
rights legislation. I think it’s plain that there
is a deep determination in America to over-
come the mistakes of our past and the
unjustice we did.

But the race initiative that I set up in
America is focused on the future. I think the
same thing should be done here. While it
is true that the American Government for
many years, in effect, was complicity in the
apartheid in South Africa by the cooperation
with and support of the South African Gov-
ernment, it’s also true that Americans had
a lot to do with ending apartheid here by
the sanctions, the legislation that swept cities
and States across the country that the Con-
gress eventually put forward at the national
level.

So I think Mr. Mandela would say that
Americans of all racial and ethnic back-
grounds had a lot to do with creating the
international climate of opposition to apart-
heid in South Africa.

But what we need to be doing today in
South Africa and in the United States is deal-
ing with the legacy of apartheid here and
slavery and racial discrimination there, inso-
far as it still needs to be stamped out, but
our focus ought to be on the future. The only
way we can liberate people from the prob-
lems of the past is to focus on tomorrow.
And that’s what I’m going to do in my speech
today and what I’m trying to do with the race
initiative back home.

Mr. Smiley. Mr. President, thank you for
your time. It’s nice to see you.

The President. Thank you. It’s really good
to see you.

NOTE: The interview was recorded at approxi-
mately 3 p.m. at the Cape Grace Hotel for later
broadcast on ‘‘BET Tonight.’’ This interview was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on March 26 but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m., March 27. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

Address to the Parliament of South
Africa in Cape Town
March 26, 1998

Thank you very much, Premier Molefe, for
that fine introduction. Mr. President, Deputy
President Mbeki, Madam Speaker, Mr.
Chairman of the National Council of Prov-
inces, Members of Parliament, ladies and
gentlemen, I am deeply honored to be the
first American President every to visit South
Africa and even more honored to stand be-
fore this Parliament to address a South Africa
truly free and democratic at last.

Joining my wife and me on this tour of
Africa, and especially here, are many Mem-
bers of our Congress and distinguished mem-
bers of my Cabinet and administration, men
and women who supported the struggle for
a free South Africa, leaders of the American
business community, now awakening to the
promise and potential of South Africa, people
of all different background and beliefs.

Among them, however, are members of
the Congressional Black Caucus and African-
American members of my government. It is
especially important for them to be here be-
cause it was not so long ago in the long span
of human history that their ancestors were
uprooted from this continent and sold into
slavery in the United States. But now they
return to Africa as leaders of the United
States. Today they sit alongside the leaders
of the new South Africa, united in the power-
ful poetry of justice

As I look out at all of you, I see our com-
mon promise. Two centuries ago the courage
and imagination that created the United
States and the principles that are enshrined
in our Constitution inspired men and women
without a voice across the world to believe
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